FUTURE OF THE EMPIRE
armies and supplies had to pass through the Suez
Canal, and the superior British Navy could easily
have blockaded it at either end, while if the
Italians had tried to send them all round Africa,
the same force could have closed the Red Sea at
its southern end. And, of course, all the Italian
coasts were easy to blockade.
Mussolini, realizing how weak his position
really was, took refuge in bluster. He threatened
to declare war upon anyone who interfered with
his war; but it is quite unlikely that he would
have dared to do so, even upon Britain, if he had
thought her Government was in earnest. It is
beginning to leak out that it never was. For as
early as September 9, 1935, Sir Samuel Hoare
spontaneously informed M. Laval that "in no
circumstances would the British Government
consider any such measure as a naval blockade
or the closing of the Suez Canal".1
What about the future of the League of
Nations? Of course there is talk about reforming
it. There will be talk, in plenty. But most of the
1 So the Pans Correspondent of the Manchester Guardian
declares.
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